Sentence Variety: Part Two

Noin the Widting Center Handuus Senies

See “Sentence Varicty: Part 17 for fnstroctien or varying senieacas sccording lo kength or opening statements. This handout explains
bew (o vary sealences according to ivpe.

Varying Sentence Types

o  Grammatical Types: There are four praminatical categories of seniences: simple, compound, complex, and
compound-complex. These lypes are determined by the number of clauses in each sentence. For example, a

simple sentence has one independent clause and no dependent clauses, while a compound compiex sentence
has at least iwo independent danses and z dependent clause.

Simple sentence example: This sentence is 2 fodependent daase,
Compound-complex sentence example:  This senfence is called compound-complex sentence because of the sumber of

dauses, and it s usually legger than 2 simple sentence.

Basically, you include more complex ideas in sentences with more clauses. By varying the nunther of clauses,
You can vary the sentence siructire.

»  Functional Types: There are four functional types: declarative (making a statement), interrogative (asking a

question), exclamatory (expressing a sirong feeling) and imperative (giving a command). Declarative
senlences are most commaon, but the others can be used for variety. Sentence variety is fun! Isn't it?

=  Rhetorical Types: You can vary whether the matn idea appears at the beginning or the end of the sentence.

Periodic sentences put the main idea at the end of the sentence.
This kind of senience can be useful in adding suspense or shocking the reader.

Example: Tet's say 1 had this sentence in my papet: He destroyed the warkd becatse be bated his sicter and fier litle dog
toe. There’s nothing wrang with the sentence grammatically, but 1 want to emphasize the fact that
he destroyed the workd. To do this, I rewrite the sentenice this way: Because Be Dated his sister and her
litthe dog, he desiroyed the warkd. ‘The emphasis is on the end of the sentence, so the fact T want
emphasized gets the emphasis.

Cumulative sentences begin with an independent clause, then add details.
This construction puts the main klez first and supports it with phrases containing details. Cumulative sentences
are yseful when you want to get your main point out on paper, and then offer your support. Rather than

attempting to create suspense of extra emphasis, your goal is clarity.

Example: He decided ls destroy the woekd and gathered all the materials be would peed: 2 plastic cap, 2 garden lose, a jelly
bean, and a Large quaptity of fertilizer, The main idea is that he is going to destroy the wotld, and that
idea is the first thing in the sentence; the sentence also offers detall on what he will use to
accomplish his task.
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