RESEARCH PAPERS
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Pick a topic
What has intecested you in the past or in class? What are controversial areas? What areas need to be
considered further? Choosc something that interests you and has potential for formulating a unique approach.

Find general sources
Go to the ibrary or the Ebrary's websitc. Find hooks of articles hased on your topic. ick keywords trom
your topiu: based on general headings, and Lok them up. Gather these geoeml sources, and keep a
bibliographic recocd of them na note cards o1 in another format. Keeping an organized record will make
citing easier when you begin to wiitc and will help avoid accidental plagiagsm. Read and take nores on what
you are discovering.

Develop a working thesis and outline
Based on whul you have discovered, wherc is your esearch heading? ook at themes and make connecrioms.
Torm all of these notes into 1 working thesis (the more detaited and final the better). Form an outline of what
you need to include to support your thesis. Inconporate the themes of your reseurch into this outline. He
aware that in-depth research will alter your thesis and oudine. Be flexible, but remember the impurtant aspects
of your outline so you don’t lose tocus.

Conduct in-depth research
Now that you huve a thesis and an oufline, look back at the sousces you alseady have, and usc them € fioud
ather, more detailed sourees. Think deeply aboul the subject. Lok for new sources at the library, in Galilee
and other dutabases, and use the hibliographies from your general sources to pronpt your scarch. Take
detailed nosies, and be careful to record which somsees you used. Keep your wuorking bibliography up to datc.

Write
Revise your thesis and oudine. Write a rough draft. Find the most efficient way t incorposate your wsearch
as you write. Don’t couat on adding research later; you might forget or mun out of time. Cite as you writel
This is the best way to avoid nadvertent plagiarism. Keep your bibligraphy up U date.

Fill in any gaps
When you have finished writing a rough draft, consider what areas you teft out or did not sufficienty coves.
Add research if you need to, or just add your own amalysis.

Rewrite
A gesearch paper is often longer than other papets but it oeeds just as much rewriting of even more. Compare
your paper with your vatline. Are your connections as dear in the paper as they were in your mind? Play with
the furmat; move pasagraphs; do whatever is necessaty to make the paper more etfectve.

Revise
Now that you have a detailed paper, read it aguin. Check spelling, grammar, seatence variety — all of the
things that will make the paper great.
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